Bullous pemphigoid in association with cutaneous lesions specific to a myelodysplastic syndrome.
Specific cutaneous lesions are a rare occurrence in myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS). The concurrent association of blistering skin lesions similar to those in bullous pemphigoid (BP), even though a rare event, suggests that BP may be a paraneoplastic syndrome. We report an 86-year-old man who had a refractory anaemia with excess bone marrow blasts in transformation, who developed a generalized pruritic blistering eruption. Immunohistopathological tests showed subepidermal blisters with linear deposits of IgG and C3 along the basement membrane zone of the epidermis surrounding a tumoral dermal infiltrate of CD13+ and CD15+ cells. Immunoblotting studies using epidermal extracts revealed circulating IgG antibodies against three protein bands: a 210-215 kDa band, a 180 kDa band which co-migrated with the BP 180 antigen, and a 190 kDa band. The tumour infiltrate may have revealed antigenic determinants which led to the onset of BP. The concept of paraneoplastic pemphigoid remains to be either confirmed or invalidated by further epidemiological studies.